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One of the famous quotations of John Wesley, the man who 
founded Methodism in the eighteenth century is:

           “Do all the good you can,
         By all the means you can, 
         In all the ways you can, 
         In all the places you can, 
         At all the times you can, 
         To all the people you can,
         As long as ever you can.”

In line with this teaching, the missionaries entered into 

• Elevating the importance of education (for boys and 
especially for girls);

• Dealing with social ills (drinking, gambling, opium 
smoking, and smoking);

• Providing medical assistance (among the poor, opium 
addicts and others who needed help); and

• Social work (among children, “paupers and lepers” and 
doing “rescue work”).  

 
Medical work was pioneered by Dr Benjamin F. West who joined 
the Methodist missions in 1888. Dr West, a graduate in medicine 
from the University of Cincinnati, Ohio opened a dispensary in 
1889 in his rented house in Telok Ayer but later moved to “the 

instruments brought from India by Rev Oldham was about $100 
and this amount was raised through subscriptions and donations 
from the Sunday School and  the Church.

this work, Dr West nevertheless treated about 1,500 patients during 

Among his patients was an opium addict and another who was “set 
upon by the Kongsee men and severely beaten, breaking several of 
his ribs, because he refused to join the Secret Society, or Kongsee.”

A Child Welfare Centre was opened in 1925 and operated on the 

Chinatown.  It had on its roll, 572 babies by its second year of 

wondering whether they were all Chinese babies, a dusky Tamil child 
wearing nose jewel and anklets, .. came in.”

 

Dr & Mrs Benjamin F. West in a photo taken with a rickshaw puller.
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Oldham in late 1885 as part of his ministry to the Tamils in 
Singapore.  As he and his wife were knowledgeable in Tamil, having 
been brought up in southern India, it was natural that he sought to 

re-organised and renamed Serangoon English School and came under 
the direct control of the Anglo-Chinese School, the following year. 

Although the School was started in March 1886 at a 
shop-house at 70, Amoy Street with 13 students (the sons of 
Chinese businessmen) the rapid growth forced it to move to 
new premises next to the English Church at Coleman Street 

new building became inadequate, and it remained a continuing 

enrol at the School.

    

Four schools were opened by the Methodist missionaries within the first four years of its founding here. 

   

In the early days of Singapore, education for girls was not considered 

unanimously favoured but in 1887 the school began as the Tamil 
Girls’ School and occupied a small shop house in Short Street, 
courtesy of Mr Rama Krishna Rao.  Miss Blackmore was the principal, 

girls, with earnest black eyes and smooth hair, dressed in their best 
silken garments and adorned with much jewellery.”

school was changed to Methodist Mission Girls’ School and again to 
Methodist Girls’ School in 1897 when it was amalgamated with a 
school for English-speaking girls. 

in Singapore.  Despite the curiosity from some of the rich Nonya 

at and told her that they did not want their daughters to “makan 
gaji” (earn a living), Miss Blackmore persisted and the result is 
the start of a “Chinese Girls’ School” in Telok Ayer in August 
1888 in the front room of a Cross Street house with eight small 
pupils.

girls had their heads smoothly shaved for about two inches all 
round their heads – and their hair so smooth and neatly coiled at 

    
     
  

    

Anglo-Tamil School near Kandang Kerbau (c. 1895) Street and Armenian Street (c. 1895)

Sophia Blackmore at right (c. 1891).  

fund this new building.

described. 

provided additional accommodation for 400 boys and was 
“an ornament to Coleman Street… and a tribute to the 

provided a large part of its cost.”  Today, this building 
houses the Singapore Philatelic Museum.

Pupils of the Anglo-Tamil School with their teacher, Simon 
Peter
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the world” and called for the total abolition of what they called the 

In 1895, not only liquor and opium but gambling and the systematic 

situation in some respects in that:

Work in the anti-opium drive continued into the 1930’s until the 
use of opium was banned by the British government following 
World War II. 

1. Owing to representations made by some of the missionaries, 
government closed houses of ill-fame on the main streets;

brought ostensibly as barmaids but for immoral purposes;

importation itself illegal; 

checked; and

5. Opium was still stigmatized as a prevalent curse.

  
  

Dr Chen Su Lan

Methodist, Dr Chen Su Lan.  Starting the anti-opium drive in 1929, he 
founded the Clinic in 1933 which treated many poor labourers who had 
been addicted to the habit, some even giving away daughters for adoption 
because they could not stop smoking the drug.  Unfortunately, in 1937, the 
Clinic had to close its doors at the outbreak of war in China which led to 
donations being diverted to the China Relief Fund. 

Opium Commission of the Federated Malay States and the Straits 

S
Bishop W.F. Oldham, Dr W.R.C. Middleton,  Mr E.F.H. Edlin. 

S
Mr Tan Jiak Kim. 
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Malaysia Woman’s Conference, 1911 

F
Mrs McDowell, Mrs Oldham, Misses Blackmore, M. Olson, 
Pugh, Mrs Horley and child 

Second Row: Miss Brooks, Mrs Wells, Mrs Maxwell, Miss 
Hendee, Miss Fox, Mrs Morris, Misses Anderson, Marsh, 

 

Boarding School Girls (Ah Moy, Hong Neo, Kim Lian and 
Alice Samuel)

A number of ladies were absent when this picture was taken

  

 

1890 in a “neat bungalow” in Sophia Road to accommodate the 
women missionaries and also served as a boarding house for girls, 

raise children on their own.  Funding largely came from the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society (WFMS) and paying students who were 

eight orphan girls.  By 1894, the Home moved to a new “pleasant 
property” purchased by the WFMS.  By then, there were a total 
number of 29 girls being cared for. 

An orphanage for boys was opened in June 1893, which started with 
one lad, with the number increased to twenty by January 1894. 

instructions in life. 

Missionaries and children of Deaconess Home                 

Sophia Blackmore and another teacher)

Children of Deaconess Home (c. 1895)

carried out by the intrepid women missionaries who were under 
the Malaysia Woman’s Conference together with the wives of 
missionaries.  However, three activities of social concern stood out 
and they were:

• Work among children
• Work among “paupers and lepers”
• Rescue work 

1895 during a visit by Mrs Mary Nind. 

(
Miss Eva Foster, Miss Sophia Blackmore)
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Visits to the pauper hospital in the Serangoon area, General, 

Maternity and Leper Hospitals were made regularly by the women 

missionaries in the early days. However the work with the lepers 

Morgan in 1896.  

“Rescue work” as it was then called was pioneered by Miss 

Hebinger in 1894 to rescue women from slavery, brothels and 

ill-treatment from their families. Miss Hebinger, who later 

became Mrs Snuggs, rented a shop-house in Neil Road and 

under her care and “made nearly 150 visits to brothels and 

homes, held prayer meetings, organised and conducted two 

Sunday Schools, and distributed tracts and Scriptures portions”.

of some parts of the city cannot be described.  Eyes must see, 

ears must hear, lives must come in contact with the poor fallen, 

in order to understand….”.  

Five women and girls were brought into her home in the 

second year, one of whom was a homeless old lady from 

Canton.  Of the fruits of her labour was to see three of her girls 

Mrs Gusta Morgan

Mrs Gusta Morgan (with hat) 
with residents of the Leper 
Hospital (c. 1897)
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